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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Boston et 
al. (US 7212730 B2). 

Regarding to claim 1: Boston discloses a personal channel service providing 
method for outputting a television (TV) program preferred by a user, 
which is referred to as a preferred program, through a personal channel of a personal 
digital recorder (PDR) in a time duration preferred by the user, which is referred to as a 
preferred duration, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving content description data and instance description data of a 
program to be broadcasted through a TV network (col. 5, lines 3-9 and col. 7, lines 25- 

31 and Fig. 1) and 
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b) determining the preferred duration and the preferred program in the 
preferred duration based on usage history of the PDR, and updating the instance 

description data to include the preferred duration and the preferred program; ( col. 5, 
lines 50-67 and col. 6, lines 1-54) 

c) generating an electronic program guide (EPG) for informing the user that the 
preferred program is outputted on the personal channel in the preferred duration based 
on the updated instance description data (col 13, lines 31 -58 and Fig. 14); and 

t 

(d) outputting the EPG to the PDR. (col. 14 lines 12-24 and Fig.15)). 

Regarding to claim 2. Boston discloses the method as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the step b) includes the steps of: 

e) selecting the preferred duration, such as day and time, genre preferred 
in the preferred duration, which is referred to as a preferred genre and a predetermined 
number of preferred program titles based on the usage history of the PDR, and 
generating user preference data to include the preferred duration, the preferred genre, 
and the preferred program titles; ( col. 6, lines 4-54 and Fig. 4 ) 
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f) if the preferred duration is for watching a program stored in the PDR, 
extracting group information of a program title that belong to the preferred genre among 
the preferred program titles based on the content description data (col. 6, lines 38-54 
and Fig. 5); and 

* 

g) determining a program following a most recently 
watched program among the programs that belong to the group as 

the preferred program in the preferred duration. ( col. 12 lines 4-67 and col. 13, lines 1- 
13, and Fig. 12 and 13) 

Regarding to claim 3: Boston discloses the method as recited in claim 2, 
wherein the preferred duration, such as day and time, is selected based on total 

duration of programs outputted by the PDR in a particular time duration, (col. 12 lines 
33-67 and col. 13 lines 1-16 and Fig. 13) 

Regarding to claim 4: Boston discloses the method as recited in claim 2, 
wherein a genre of a program that occupies the longest duration among the programs 

outputted by the PDR in the preferred duration is selected as the preferred genre, (col. 6 
lines 20-38 and lines 44-54 and Fig. 4 ) 

Regarding to claim 5: Boston discloses the method as recited in claim 2, 
wherein the preferred program titles are selected based on the program duration 



Application/Control Number: 10/666,371 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2609 

outputted by the PDR, the EPG, and a frequency of program information 
exposure.(col.16 lines 40-52). 

Regarding to claim 6: Boston discloses the method as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the step b) includes the steps of: 

h) selecting the preferred duration, such as day and time, 
preferred genre in the preferred duration, and a predetermined number of preferred 
program titles based on the usage history of the PDR, and generating user preference 
data to include the preferred duration, the preferred genre, and the preferred program 
titles;(col. 6 lines 39-54 and Fig. 5) 

i) if the preferred duration is for watching a program broadcasted in 
real-time, extracting a list of real-time broadcasting programs from the instance 
description data ( col. 15 lines 3-36 and Fig. 17); and 

j) determining a program that belongs to the preferred genre among the 
programs on the list as the preferred program in the preferred duration. ( col. 12 lines 33- 
67 and col.13 lines 1-17; Fig.13) 

Regarding to claim7. Boston discloses the method as recited in claim 6, 
wherein the preferred duration, such as day and time, is selected based on total 
duration of programs outputted by the PDR in a particular time duration. (col. 15 lines 
11-36 and Fig.12) 

Regarding to claim 8. Boston discloses the method as recited in claim 6, 
wherein a genre of a program that occupies the longest duration among the programs 
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outputted by the PDR in the preferred duration is selected as the preferred genre.( col. 
16 lines 35-63) 

* 

Regarding to claim 9. Boston discloses the method as recited in claim 6, 
wherein the preferred program titles are selected based on the duration of programs 
outputted by the PDR, the EPG, and a frequency of program information exposure, (col. 
15 line 36-63 and col. 16, lines 53- 62 and Fig. 19)) 

Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gogoi etal.(US 2002/0199193 A1). 

Regarding to claim 10: Gogoi discloses a personal channel service 
providing apparatus for outputting a TV program preferred by a user, which is referred 
to as a preferred program, through a personal channel in a time duration preferred by 
the user, which is referred to as a preferred duration, the apparatus comprising: 

a memory portion for storing a control program; ( as PDM block 14 in Fig. 1 - 
see para.[0049] lines 22-35) 

a database for storing instance description data, usage history of the 
personal channel service providing apparatus; ( as PDE block 15 in Fig. 1-see 
para.[0049] lines 25-35 ) 

a display portion for outputting an EPG; (block 1 1 in Fig.1 and para. [0049] 
lines 12-14); and 

a processing portion for updating the instance description data based on the 
user preference data and generating an EPG which informs the user that the preferred 
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program is outputted through the personal channel in the preferred duration based on 
the updated instance description data, the processing portion being connected to the 

memory portion, the database, and the display portion. ( para. [0049] and Fig. 1 and 2) 

Regarding to claim 1 1 : Gogoi discloses the apparatus as recited in claim 
10, wherein the processing block further performs the steps of: 

selecting the preferred duration, such as day and time, preferred genre in 
the preferred duration, and a predetermined number of preferred program titles based 
on the usage history of the personal channel service providing apparatus generating the 
user preference data to include the preferred duration, the preferred genre, and the 

preferred program titles; (para. [0100] to [0127] and Fig. 4-17) 

if the preferred duration is for watching a program stored in the personal 
channel service providing apparatus, extracting group information of the program title 
that belongs to the preferred genre among the preferred program titles from 

the content description data; and (para. [0161] to [0167] and Fig. 4-17) 

determining a program following a most recently watched program 
among the programs belonging to the group as the preferred program in the preferred 

duration. (One-Available-Program-Duration-per-session OAPDPS- para. [01 65] to [0167] 
and Fig. 4-17) 
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Regarding to claim 12: Gogoi discloses the apparatus as recited in claim 
ii, wherein the preferred duration, such as day and time, is selected based on total 
duration of programs outputted by the personal channel service providing apparatus in a 

particular time duration, (para. [0101] to [0102]) 

Regarding to claim 13: Gogoi discloses the apparatus as recited in claim 
ii, wherein a genre of a program that occupies the longest duration among the programs 
outputted by the personal channel service providing apparatus in the preferred duration 

is selected as the preferred genre. . (para. [0103] to [0126]) 

Regarding to claim 14: Gogoi discloses the apparatus as recited in claim 
ii, wherein the preferred program titles are selected based on program duration 
outputted by the personal channel service providing apparatus, the EPG, and a 

frequency of program information . (para. [0089] to [0101]) 

* 4 

Regarding to claim 15: Gogoi discloses the apparatus as recited in claim 
10, wherein the processing block further performs the steps of: 

selecting the preferred duration, such as day and time, preferred 
genre in the preferred duration, and a predetermined number of preferred program titles 
based on the usage history of the personal channel service providing apparatus, and 
generating user preference data to include the preferred duration, the preferred genre, 
and the preferred program titles; 
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if the preferred duration is for watching a program broadcasted in real- 
time, extracting a list of real-time broadcasting programs from the instance description 
data; and 

determining a program that belongs to the preferred genre among the 
programs in the list as the preferred program in the preferred duration, (para. [0070] to 

0078] and Fig. 4-17) 

Regarding to claim 16: Gogoi discloses the apparatus as recited in 
claim 15, wherein the preferred duration, such as day and time, are selected based on a 
total duration of programs outputted by the personal channel service providing 

apparatus in a particular time duration, (para. [0101] to [0102]) 

Regarding to claim 17: Gogoi discloses the apparatus as recited in 
claim 15, wherein a genre of a program that occupies the longest duration among the 
programs outputted by the personal channel service providing apparatus in the 

preferred duration is selected as the preferred genre, (para. [0103] to [0126]) 

Regarding to claim 18: Gogoi discloses the apparatus as recited in 
claim 15, wherein the preferred program titles are selected based on the duration of 
programs outputted by the personal channel service providing apparatus, the EPG, and 

a frequency of program information exposure, (para. [0089] to [0101]) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN LUONG whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
5091 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 8:00am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

c 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

n 

*** 
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